This movement was chiefly devoted to the study of the changes which take place in the ovary, and the uterus did not receive that attention which its importance demanded. During the twenty years that followed great progress was made in the study of the ovum, and though some remarkable changes were observed to occur in the uterus, yet the natural history of the organ remained comparatively unknown.
Reviews. [July, that during the period of infancy the uterus does not remain quiescent, as was generally supposed, until shortly before puberty. In the foetus the membrane lining the body of the uterus possesses no glands, and they become apparent only during the third or fourtli year of life. Dr. Engelmann says?
" A change takes place in the third or fourth year, at which time the membrane has increased in thickness to 0 0118?0'0196 inch (0*3?0*5 mm.), and the first traces of the developing glands appear in the shape of small crypt-like depressions, either simple, or in clusters of two or three, with a common opening ; a delicate epithelium lines these sinuses, for glands
we cannot yet call them. From this time onward very few changes take place until the tenth year, when the womb develops more rapidly and approximates in shape that of the mature organ at puberty. The mucous membrane has attained a thickness of 0'0275?0*0315 inch (0'7?0*8 mm.), and the glands are more numerous and more completely developed, forming no longer shallow crypts, but straight ducts, 0 00098 inch (0"025 mm.) in diameter, extending to a greater depth than before, sometimes throughout the entire thickness of the mucosa and even to the muscular structure."
Erom this time the membrane continues to develop until puberty. At puberty the uterus has attained its full size in the unimpregnated condition, and its mucous membrane becomes the seat of marked and important changes?changes which indicate womanhood and the capability of being impregnated.
It has been generally believed that the uterus remains in a state of inactivity during the intervals between successive menstrual flows, and that at or about the last-named periods only, the organ shows any sign of activity. Drs Whether the blood found in the tubes is poured out from the vessels of those structures, or whether it is due to regurgitation from the uterus, or to passage of blood into them from the ovary,
has not yet been decided. In the majority of instances examined the tubes contained no blood, and when present it was in such small quantities that it may fairly be attributed) in the greater nurn* Reviews.
[July, (To be continued.)
